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man. The statesman's task is simpler. It is to enfold
them in a jurisdiction which will enable them to live the
life of their souls' choice. The State, said the Greek philo-
sophers, is the foundation of the good life ; but its crown
rises far above mere citizenship. " There where the State
ends/' cries Nietzsche,1 echoing Aristotle and the great
tradition of civilised political thought, " there men begin.
There, where the State ends, look thither, my brothers!
Do you not see the rainbow and the bridge to the Overman ?"
Ever since organised society began, the standards of the
individual, the ideals of priest and teacher, the doctrines
of religion and morality, have outstripped the practice of
statesmanship. For the polestar of the statesman has not
been love, but law. His not the task of exhorting men to
love one another, but the simpler duty of enforcing the law,
" Thou shalt not kill." And in that simple, strenuous,
necessary task statesmen and political thinkers have
watched the slow extension of the power of Law, from the
family to the tribe, from the tribe to the city, from the city
to the nation, from the nation to the Commonwealth,
When will Law take its next extension ? When will war-
fare, which is murder between individuals and " rebellion "
between groups of citizens, be equally preventable between
nations by the common law of the world ?
The answer is simple. When the world has a common
will, and has created a common government to express and
enforce that will.
In the sphere of science and invention, of industry and
economics, as Norman Angell and others have taught us,
the world is already one Great Society. For the merchant,
the banker, and the stockbroker political frontiers have been
broken down. Trade and industry respond to the reactions
1 Also sprach Zaratkustra, Speech xi. (end).